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PALM SUNDAY
APRIL 5, 2026



Palm Sunday
April 5, 2026

Fish, wine & oil allowed | Festal Modes | Festal Orthros Gospel (Matthew 21:1-11; 15-17

On this Sunday we remember our Lord’s entrance into the Holy City of Jerusalem before
His Passion and Death. We also remember the Monk-Martyrs Claudius, Diodore, Victor,
Victorinus, Pappias, Nicephorus, and Serapion; Theodora the Righteous of Thessaloniki;
Agathopodes and Theodulos the Martyrs; and George the new Martyr.

First Antiphon. Mode II. Psalm 114
Verse 1: I loved, because the Lord shall hear the voice of my supplication.
          Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.
Verse 2: The pains of death surrounded me; the dangers of Hades found me.
          Refrain: Ταῖς πρεσβείαις τῆς Θεοτόκου, Σῶτερ, σῶσον ἡμᾶς.
Verse 3: I found affliction and grief. Then I called on the Lord’s Name. Ref.
Verse 4: I shall be well pleasing before the Lord in the land of the living. Ref.
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Both now and forever and to the ages of ages.
Amen. Ref.

Second Antiphon. Mode II. Psalm 115
Verse 1: I believed, therefore I spoke: I was greatly humbled.
          Refrain: Son of God, seated on the colt of an donkey, save us who sing to you: Alleluia.
Verse 2: What shall I give back to the Lord for all he rendered to me?
          Refrain: Σῶσον ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐπὶ πώλου ὄνου καθεσθείς, ψάλλοντάς σοι,
Ἀλληλούϊα.
Verse 3: I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord. Ref.
Verse 4: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. Ref.
Glory to the Father… Both now and forever… Only begotten Son and Word of God…

Third Antiphon. Mode 1.
Apolytikion of the Feast: Τὴν κοινὴν Ἀνάστασιν πρὸ τοῦ σοῦ Πάθους πιστούμενος, ἐκ νεκρῶν
ἤγειρας τὸν Λάζαρον, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός· ὅθεν καὶ ἡμεῖς ὡς οἱ Παῖδες, τὰ τῆς νίκης σύμβολα
φέροντες, σοὶ τῷ Νικητῇ τοῦ θανάτου βοῶμεν· Ὡσαννὰ ἐν τοῖς ὑψίστοις, εὐλογημένος ὁ
ἐρχόμενος, ἐν ὀνόματι Κυρίου.
To confirm the general resurrection before Your Passion, You resurrected Lazarus from the dead,
O Christ our God. Therefore imitating the children, carrying the symbols of victory, we cry out to
You the Victor over death: "Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are You, the One, who comes in the
name of the Lord."

Entrance Hymn. Mode 2. Psalm 117 (Εὐλογημένος ὁ ἐρχόμενος…)
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. The Lord is God and has appeared to us. Son of
God, seated on the colt of an donkey, save us who sing to you: Alleluia!



Apolytikia & Kontakia
Another of the Feast, Mode 4: Συνταφέντες σοι διὰ τοῦ Βαπτίσματος, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν, τῆς
ἀθανάτου ζωῆς ἠξιώθημεν τῇ Ἀναστάσει σου, καὶ ἀνυμνοῦντες κράζομεν· Ὡσαννὰ ἐν τοῖς
ὑψίστοις, εὐλογημένος ὁ ἐρχόμενος, ἐν ὀνόματι Κυρίου.
We were buried with You through Baptism, O Christ our God, and thus by Your Resurrection we
have been granted immortal life, and extolling You we cry aloud, "Hosanna in the highest! Blessed
are You, the One who comes in the name of the Lord."
Kontakion of the Feast, Plagal 2 Mode: Τῷ θρόνῳ ἐν οὐρανῷ, τῷ πώλῳ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς,
ἐποχούμενος Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, τῶν Ἀγγέλων τὴν αἴνεσιν, καὶ τῶν Παίδων ἀνύμνησιν προσεδέξω
βοώντων σοι· Εὐλογημένος εἶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος, τὸν Ἀδὰμ ἀνακαλέσασθαι.
In heaven upon the throne, on earth upon the colt, * You were carried, O Christ our God;* and the
praise of the Angels, and the hymns of the children, You received as they cried to You, * "Blessed
are You, the One, who is coming to call Adam back again."

Prokeimenon of the Apostle. Mode 4. Psalm 117:26,1.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His mercy endures forever.
The Epistle reading is from the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (4:4-9): BRETHREN,
rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord
is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be
with you.

Alleluia
The Gospel Reading is from John (12: 1-18): AT THAT TIME, six days before Passover, Jesus
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made him a
supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with him. Mary took a pound of costly
ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; and the house
was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was to
betray him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the
poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the
money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day
of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." When the
great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus but also
to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to
death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The
next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So
they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat
upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a
..........



Milt Apostolidis – Team Leader, Nick Avdis, George ChucMichael Dariotis, Stella Dariotis, Maria SampanisAltar Guild
Irina Rebegeanu

Publication Submission Deadlines
Sunday Bulletin - Wednesdays by 4pm to nhansen@annunciationsac.org
Limited to Annunciation parish and parochial ministry activities and announcements

Weekly Email Blast - Wednesdays by 4pm to nhansen@annunciationsac.org
Quarterly Observer - June 10th to observer@annunciationsac.org

donkey's colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him. The crowd that
had been with him when he called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore
witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign.

DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Palm Sunday, April 5

Holy Monday, April 6

Holy Tuesday, April 7

Holy Wednesday, April 8

Holy Thursday, April 9

Holy Friday, April 10

Holy Saturday, April 11

Holy Pascha, April 12

9:00am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy
7:00pm Service of the Bridegroom

7:00pm Service of the Bridegroom

10:00am Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
7:00am Service of the Bridegroom
Hymn of Kassiane

4:00pm Service of Holy Unction
7:00pm Matins for Holy Thursday
Holy Unction to be administered at both services

10:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy St. Basil
Institution of the Holy Eucharist
7:00pm The Passion of Christ/The Twelve Gospels 

9:00am The Great Hours
3:00pm The Descent from the Cross
7:00pm Service of the Lamentations

10:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
11:00pm Vigil of Pascha
11:45pm Anastasi! Paschal Divine Liturgy

11:00am Agape Vespers at Annunciation
12:00pm Agape Vespers at Hellenic Park

HOLY WEEK AT ANNUNCIATION

Parish Council: Team A
Bill Evrigenis – Team Leader, Takis Fotopoulos,

Chris Georgoulias, RJ Hansen, Niko Pikios, Demetri Romas

mailto:AnnunciationObserver@annunciationsac.org








Join us as we

DECORATE 
THE KOUVOUKLION

& CHURCH

Holy Friday, April 10
11:00am • Following the Great Hours

All are welcome!

Please bring your floral shears

Parish youth are invited to help decorate the
Kouvouklion from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM. A snack

and discussion with Fr. Vinnie will follow.
Guardian supervision is required.



tiny.cc/dsg-luminaries

Please contact dance@annunciationsac.org with questions





Milt Apostolidis – Team Leader, Nick Avdis, George ChucMichael Dariotis, Stella Dariotis, Maria Sampanis

Readers Needed for Agape Service
On Pascha morning, the Gospel is proclaimed in many

languages as a sign of the universal joy of the Resurrection.

If you are able to read in another language
and would like to participate, please contact
Fr. Vinnie at frvincent@annunciationsac.org.











SAVE THE DATE

JUNE 15-18

DETAILS & REGISTRATION
COMING SOON
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DIVINE LITURGY BEGINS AT 10:00AM
CLASSES BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING HOLY COMMUNION

Please contact sundayschool@annunciationsac.org with questions
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Sunday School

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Building a solid foundation for Christian education and formation

REGISTRATION STILL OPEN
FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

The members of Philoptochos want to thank our parishioners who support us throughout the
year by sponsoring Annunciation’s Sunday coffee hours and bringing pastry and goodies to
share. Your sponsorship and sharing promotes fellowship, and we are so grateful. 

Please consider hosting a coffee hour anytime during the year! Cookies, fruit, or a cake would
be great! Coffee will be made for you. 

Contact Donna Wagner at (916) 214-9794 to secure a date for hosting a regular coffee hour.
When contacting Effie in the church office to schedule a memorial, please let her know if you
also wish to host coffee fellowship. Effie can be reached in the office at (916) 443-2033 ext 222.

Become a Sponsor!
COFFEE HOUR FELLOWSHIP



WELCOME
ANNUNCIATION
SACRAMENTO

We’re so glad you are here with us today!

If you are visiting, we warmly invite you to join us next door
in the Hellenic Center following the Divine Liturgy for coffee
fellowship.

Be sure to stop by the Welcoming Table during coffee
fellowship to meet our team, ask questions, and learn more
about our faith, parish, and ministries.

 We look forward to greeting you!



THIS WEEK AT ANNUNCIATION EMAIL
 Get updates, events, and news in your inbox every week

Subscribe at mailchi.mp/annunciationsac/subscribe

PARISH CALENDAR
 Service times, events, and activities — all in one place

Visit tiny.cc/parishcalendar

STAY CONNECTED

INSTAGRAM
Photos, events, links, and more — right at your fingertips

@annunciationsac

FACEBOOK
Live services, parish photos, and community updates

Visit facebook.com/annunciation.sacramento



S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 2 6
Every photo tells the story of a moment made possible by stewardship—youth growing
in the faith, families worshiping together, ministries serving others, and the traditions
that strengthen our parish life.

Our Annunciation community thrives because of the dedication, involvement, and
generosity of parishioners like you. For many, Annunciation is where lifelong friendships
were formed and core memories were made growing up in the life of the Church. For
others, it has become a welcoming spiritual home where new memories are being
created, one faithful step at a time. Together, these moments weave the story of our
parish.

Your commitment ensures that these ministries, memories, and experiences continue
now and for the generations yet to come. Thank you for supporting the mission and life
of our parish and for being an essential part of our Annunciation family.

Make your pledge online at annunciationsac.org/stewardship
or return a pledge card to the Church Office

Please visit the Stewardship Table during coffee fellowship to learn more
about our mission and how we strengthen our parish community together.

http://annunciationsac.org/stewardship


THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
600 Alhambra Blvd. Sacramento, California 95816 (mailing address 616 Alhambra) 

OUR MISSION is to bring all people to full maturity in Christ through Worship (Liturgia), Service (Diakonia),
Education (Paideia), Witness (Martyria) and Fellowship (Koinonia),  guided and united in all things by the One Holy
Spirit. 

If you are visiting with us this morning, you are most welcome! Please fill out a Visitor’s Card in the Narthex. If you
have questions about the Orthodox Christian faith, our schedule of services, or becoming a member of the parish,
please go to our website at www.annunciationsac.org, or contact the church office to speak with one of the Priests
(M-F, 9 am – 3:30 pm, phone (916) 443-2033).  

Be sure to visit our Bookstore in the Annunciation Hellenic Center.  The Bookstore is open Sundays after Church or
contact bookstore@annunciationsac.org for an appointment. 

Rev. Fr. Vincent Minucci, Presiding Priest | frvincent@annunciationsac.org
Rev. Fr. Timothy Robinson, Associate Priest | frtimothy@annunciationsac.org

616 Alhambra Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95816
Office: (916) 443-2033 | Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm

www.annunciationsac.org

April 5-12
Palm Sunday, April 5

Holy Monday, April 6

Holy Tuesday, April 7

Holy Wednesday, April 8

Holy Thursday, April 9

Holy Friday, April 10

Holy Saturday, April 11

Holy Pascha, April 12

9:00am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy
Family Church Day - No Sunday School Classes
Myrrhbearer Practice
Palm Sunday Luncheon
Philoptochos Bake Sale
7:00pm Service of the Bridegroom

7:00pm Service of the Bridegroom

10:00am Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
7:00pm Service of the Bridegroom
Hymn of Kassiane

4:00pm Service of Holy Unction
7:00pm Matins for Holy Thursday
Holy Unction to be administered at both services

10:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy St. Basil
Institution of the Holy Eucharist
7:00pm The Passion of Christ/The Twelve Gospels 

9:00am The Great Hours
11:00am Decorating the Epitaphios
1:00pm Myrhhbearer Practice
3:00pm The Descent from the Cross
7:00pm Service of the Lamentations

10:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
11:00pm Vigil of Pascha
11:45pm Anastasi! Paschal Divine Liturgy

11:00am Agape Vespers at Annunciation
Youth Easter Egg Hunt at Annunciation
12:00pm Agape Vespers at Hellenic Park
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	On this Sunday we remember our Lord’s entrance into the Holy City of Jerusalem before His Passion and Death. We also remember the Monk-Martyrs Claudius, Diodore, Victor, Victorinus, Pappias, Nicephorus, and Serapion; Theodora the Righteous of Thessaloniki; Agathopodes and Theodulos the Martyrs; and George the new Martyr.
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	Prokeimenon of the Apostle. Mode 4. Psalm 117:26,1. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His mercy endures forever. The Epistle reading is from the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (4:4-9): BRETHREN, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.
	Alleluia The Gospel Reading is from John (12: 1-18): AT THAT TIME, six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with him. Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was to betray him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a ..........
	donkey's colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign.
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	Holy Friday, April 10 11:00am • Following the Great Hours
	All are welcome!
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	Readers Needed for Agape Service
	On Pascha morning, the Gospel is proclaimed in many languages as a sign of the universal joy of the Resurrection.
	If you are able to read in another language and would like to participate, please contact Fr. Vinnie at frvincent@annunciationsac.org.
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	REGISTRATION STILL OPEN FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR
	DIVINE LITURGY BEGINS AT 10:00AM CLASSES BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING HOLY COMMUNION
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	JUNE 15-18
	DETAILS & REGISTRATION COMING SOON
	Become a Sponsor! COFFEE HOUR FELLOWSHIP


	WELCOME
	We’re so glad you are here with us today!
	If you are visiting, we warmly invite you to join us next door in the Hellenic Center following the Divine Liturgy for coffee fellowship.
	Be sure to stop by the Welcoming Table during coffee fellowship to meet our team, ask questions, and learn more about our faith, parish, and ministries.
	We look forward to greeting you!

	STAY CONNECTED
	STEWARDSHIP 2026
	Make your pledge online at annunciationsac.org/stewardship or return a pledge card to the Church Office
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